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thority or responsibility of the Inspector Gen-
eral of the Department of the Interior or of the 
Comptroller General of the United States. 

(d) Lands and land interests entrusted to Ten-
nessee Valley Authority unaffected 

No provision of this chapter impairs or affects 
lands and interests in land entrusted to the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority. 

(Pub. L. 97–451, title III, § 304, Jan. 12, 1983, 96 
Stat. 2461; Pub. L. 105–362, title IX, § 901(j)(2), 
Nov. 10, 1998, 112 Stat. 3290.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1998—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 105–362 substituted ‘‘Noth-
ing’’ for ‘‘Except as expressly provided in section 
1752(b) of this title, nothing’’. 

§ 1754. Funding 

Effective October 1, 1983, there are hereby au-
thorized to be appropriated such sums as may be 
necessary to carry out the provisions of this 
chapter, including such sums as may be nec-
essary for the cooperative agreements, con-
tracts, and delegations authorized by this chap-
ter: Provided, That nothing in this chapter shall 
be construed to affect or impair any authority 
to enter into contracts or make payments under 
any other provision of law. 

(Pub. L. 97–451, title III, § 306, Jan. 12, 1983, 96 
Stat. 2462.) 

§ 1755. Statute of limitations 

Except in the case of fraud, any action to re-
cover penalties under this chapter shall be 
barred unless the action is commenced within 6 
years after the date of the act or omission which 
is the basis for the action. 

(Pub. L. 97–451, title III, § 307, Jan. 12, 1983, 96 
Stat. 2462.) 

APPLICABILITY 

Section no longer applicable with respect to Federal 
lands, but applicability of section to Indian leases not 
affected, see section 8(a) of Pub. L. 104–185, set out as 
a note under section 1732 of this title. 

§ 1756. Expanded royalty obligations 

Any lessee is liable for royalty payments on 
oil or gas lost or wasted from a lease site when 
such loss or waste is due to negligence on the 
part of the operator of the lease, or due to the 
failure to comply with any rule or regulation, 
order or citation issued under this chapter or 
any mineral leasing law. 

(Pub. L. 97–451, title III, § 308, Jan. 12, 1983, 96 
Stat. 2462.) 

§ 1757. Severability 

If any provision of this chapter or the applica-
bility thereof to any person or circumstances is 
held invalid, the remainder of this chapter and 
the application of such provision to other per-
sons or circumstances shall not be affected 
thereby. 

(Pub. L. 97–451, title III, § 309, Jan. 12, 1983, 96 
Stat. 2462.)
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CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in title 15 section 5202. 

§ 1801. Congressional findings and declaration of 
purposes 

(a) The Congress finds that—
(1) the availability of adequate supplies of 

strategic and critical industrial minerals and 
materials continues to be essential for na-
tional security, economic well-being, and in-
dustrial production; 

(2) the United States is increasingly depend-
ent on foreign sources of materials and vulner-
able to supply interruption in the case of 
many of those minerals and materials essen-
tial to the Nation’s defense and economic well-
being; 

(3) together with increasing import depend-
ence, the Nation’s industrial base, including 
the capacity to process minerals and mate-
rials, is deteriorating—both in terms of facili-
ties and in terms of a trained labor force; 

(4) research, development, and technological 
innovation, especially related to improved ma-
terials and new processing technologies, are 
important factors which affect our long-term 
capability for economic competitiveness, as 
well as for adjustment to interruptions in sup-
ply of critical minerals and materials; 
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